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Good morning Chairman Brown (Councilmembers and staff),

appreciate the opportunity to appear before the committee. For the

record, my name is Gregory O'Dell and I serve as Chief Executive

Officer of the District of Columbia Sports and Entertainment

Commission.

As you know, the mission of the Commission is to improve the

quality of life and enhance economic development in the District by

operating RFK Memorial Stadium, managing the non-military

functions of the DC National Guard Armory, promoting the District as

a venue for sports and entertainment activities, and supporting youth

recreational activities. Until fiscal year 2008, the Commission always

performed these functions on a self-supporting basis, meaning that

we received no appropriated funds for our operations. However, for

reasons I will detail in my discussion of the fiscal year 2008 budget,

the Commission received a subsidy from the city for the first time in

its 14-year existence in fiscal year 2008.
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